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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

An introduction to the legal aspects of amateur sport and physical activity emphasizing 

the legal knowledge required of sport and exercise science professional. Current 

terminology, laws and procedures, operations of the law, and case studies will be 

reviewed and practical application made.

GENERAL OBJECTIVES


Students will demonstrate competency (knowledge and practical application) in the following areas of law related to sport and physical activity:

1.
Overview of the legal system;

2.
Risk management;

3.
Segregation by race, color, creed;

4.
Discrimination based on gender, sexual orientation

5.
Exclusion based on disabling conditions;

6.
Personal freedom;

7.
Due process;

8.
Searches and drug testing;

9.
Basic principles and concepts of tort liability;

10.
Standard of care in sports and physical activities;

11.
Responsibilities of game officials; and

12.
Civil redress for violence on the playing field.

REQUIREMENTS

1.
Readings from text in preparation for class lecture, discussion and activities

2.
Exams (3) 

3.
Case review presentation (oral and written)

4.
Response papers (10)

5.
Attendance/Classwork/Assignments

GRADING POLICIES

1.
Attendance policy:

Perfect attendance (full classes): you earn 2 points added to your final grade; you have two absences to work with w/ no penalty (you are responsible for all work); you will have an opportunity to “make-up” a third absence (or earn extra credit); missing 20% of classes is an automatic “F;” three “lates” (after name called) is an absence; if “late,” up to you to see me after class to be marked “present.”

2.
Presentation (oral and written) of a case study must be completed.

3.   
Grades will be assigned as follows: 

A  = 94-100   
B  =  84-86    
C  = 74-76    
D  = 64-66

A- = 90-93   
B- =  80-83    
C- = 70-73    
D- = 60-63

B+ = 87-89   
C+ = 77-79   
D+ = 67-69    
F   = 0 –59

4.
Final grades will be determined as follows:

Exams (3) (60% of final grade; 20% each exam) See dates listed. Exams are typically a combination of multiple choice/completions, practical application & case coverage. Exams cannot be made up. Any graded assignments will be included with the next exam grade.

Response Papers*: (20% of final grade) Students are required to submit 10 response 

papers (1.0-1.5 pages typed, double-spaced, min. 12 font) which are “reactions” to Sport

Law Reports assigned during the semester. *Alternative: quiz with 90% “correct.”
Presentation: Case Review: (20% of final grade) Students are required to present a Case Review (oral and written) on a legal case (approved) relevant to course topics. The oral presentation is to be accompanied by a written summary. Sample Case Review will be provided by instructor at a later date.


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


1.
UNCW Athletes & Athletic Trainers will be excused for classes for DOCUMENTED (your responsibility) Athletic Department travel, not excessive, but will not be given additional absences. Absences for practice will not be excused. Assignments, exams, responsibilities, etc. are solely your responsibility & all deadlines apply. 

2.
Accommodations for Disabled Students: The course instructor will make appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities with appropriate documentation, as specified in federal regulations. Please see instructor.

3.
For inclement weather, instructor will follow UNCW policies and procedures. (UNCW Weather: 962-3991 OR 888 657-5751).

4.
Cheating/dishonesty of any form will be dealt with seriously and may result in an “F” in the course (see “Honor Code” below).

5.
UNCW practices a zero-tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-3184, or Wilmington Police at 911.  For University or community resources visit http://uncw.edu/wrc/crisis.htm.”

HONOR CODE

The University of North Carolina is committed to the proposition that the pursuit of truth requires the presence of honesty among all involved. It is therefore this institution’s stated policy that no form of dishonesty among its faculty or students will be tolerated. Although all members of the university are encouraged to report occurrences of dishonesty, honesty is principally the responsibility of each individual. Academic dishonesty takes many forms, from blatant acts of cheating, stealing or similar misdeed to the more subtle forms of plagiarism, all of which are totally out of place in an institution of higher learning. Reporting and adjudication procedures have been developed to enforce the policy of academic integrity, to ensure justice and to protect individual rights. Complete details are in the current Code of Student Life and in the Faculty Handbook.

COURSE TOPICS



CH1
Overview of the Legal System



CH2
Risk Management



CH3
Sources of the Legal Right to be Treated Fairly



CH4
Constitutional Guarantees and Their Analysis



CH5
Federal Legislation



CH6
1st Amendment Issues in Sport and Physical Activity



CH7
4th and 5th Amendment Issues in Sport and Physical Activity



CH8
Equity Issues: Beyond Jurisdiction and Enforcement of Title IX

CH9
Equity Issues: Beyond Jurisdiction and Enforcement: ADA, 14th 

Amendment, EPA, and Title VII



CH10
Contracts in Sport and Physical Activity



CH11
Employment



CH12
The Role of Governing Bodies



CH13
Basic Principles and Concepts of Tort Liability



CH14
The Standard of Care in Sports and Physical Activities



CH15
Responsibilities of Game Officials



CH16
Civil Redress for Violence on the Playing Field

*Topics will be selected from those listed above. Outlines and competencies will be provided for each topic as it is covered.

IMPORTANT DATES

Exams: 
Exam #1
Mon. 
Feb 11, 2008

Exam #2
Mon. 
March 24, 2008

Exam #3 
(Exam Day) Fri. May 2, 2008 (8:00-11:00) 

Last day of class
Mon. April 28, 2008

MLK Holiday

No School
Mon. Jan. 21, 2008

Spring Break

No School
Mon. March 3, through Fri. March 7, 2008

State Holiday

No School
Fri. March 21, 2008

